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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

EDUCATION: Library  EDUCATION: Library 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Museum   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival 

 

 

 

 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  
Brick, Sandstone (façade); Concrete (foundation); Asphalt shingles 
(roof). 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 []  Private  [X] Building(s) 

 [X] Public-local  []  District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 []  Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 1  1 Buildings 

 1   Sites 

 1   Structures 

    Objects 

 3  1 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 
The Cordelia Bennett Preston Library was constructed in 1917 in memory of Cordelia Bennett Preston. The library is located 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ нΦр ŀŎǊŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ wŜǾƛǾŀƭ 
building has a single story with a raised basement and hipped roof. The raised basement section features smooth blocks of 
sandstone that contrast with the elaborate geometric blonde brickwork covering the upper two-thirds of the elevation. The 
main entrance, on the west façade, is located in a raised central portico with a pediment supported by massive double 
columns. The faces to the north and south of the portico are symmetrical, each with a set of three double-hung rectangular 
windows with transoms. A separate entrance to the basement is located on the north façade and is covered by a flat 
portico with single columns. The interior of the library is divided into four equal sections, three for patrons and one that 
ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ-story interior retains the majority of its 
original appointments, including doors, bookshelves, lights, desks, wide crown moldings, and oak trim throughout. The 
nominated area also includes the surrounding yard, which doubles as the city park, and includes a bandstand and 
concession stand. 
 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 
Setting 
 
The library is located in the city park (HN04-088), which is situated along the intersectƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ 
Maple and Orleans Avenue. The park and library occupy the traditional position of the town square and they are 
surrounded by the oldest buildings in Orleans. The park comprises 2.5 acres of land, planted in mature trees and grass with 
ōŜƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ ! ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ŜŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ 
design, the park walks are symmetrical and connect the library to the public sidewalk at the corners and center of the block. 
In the southwest corner of the park is a simple, concrete bandstand (HN04-089)Φ wƻǳƎƘƭȅ муέ ǘŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǎƭŀō 
features no ornamentation nor overhead covering; there is a single stair centered on the north side. The bandstand is 
contributing to the nomination as it is integral to community events held within the park and library. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ 
corner, between the sidewalk and East Oak Street is a small metal concession stand (HN04-090). Added after the conclusion 
of the period of significance, the non-contributing building has service windows on its north façade and is primarily 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǇƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ position adjacent to the 
public swimming pool to the east, county fair buildings to the southwest, post office to the north, and one block from the 
city office and residential streets, the library continues to be at the center of family and community life. 
 
Exterior 
 
The library was designed by the Lincoln, NE, architectural firm of Fiske & Meginnis, (Ferdinand C. Fiske and Harry Meginnis) 
and constructed by William N. Gedney of Kansas City, Missouri.1  The architects designed a number of other libraries across 
the state, primarily Carnegie libraries, and an increasing number of their buildings have been listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The firm specialized in the various revivalist styles popular in the country from the 1890s into the 1940s, 
with Classical Revival being the most common for civic buildings like the Preston Library. In this design decision, Fiske & 
Meginnis followed a well-ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ 
uncomplicated lines emulate the architecture of ancient Greece, considered the source of the Enlightenment ideals upon 
which American democracy had been founded. This connection made it a fitting visual complement to the elevated ideals 
held for institutions such as schools, museums, libraries, and governmental agencies.  

                                                                    
1 Gedney had offices in both Kansas City, MO and Hastings, NE. while it would be moer likely that the Hastings office 
worked this project, the only newspaper account regarding the contract ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŜǘ ƭƛǎǘǎ DŜŘƴŜȅΩǎ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ [ŜǘΣέ The Red Cloud Chief, (Red Cloud, NE), July 12, 1917. 
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Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ design. Captain and Mrs. Preston had travelled 
extensively in their later years and had taken note of various libraries they visited with a mind to the community life of their 
hometown. The Prestons choose nothing less than the east façade of the United States Capitol Building, considered the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳst 
been rebuilt in 1904 to much acclaim, and the pleasing aesthetic monumentality of the library entrance, with its plaza-like 
front area, wide stairs that spill past the end of heavy, sloped stairwalls to invite the visitor to their top, ample landing that 
accommodatŜǎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƻǿŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
attention to both exterior and interior details, as well as the overall scale of the building, is due to the ample budget 
provided by the Prestons. The librarȅΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƛǎ руΩ Ȅ омΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ нуΩΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
towns slightly larger than Orleans were generally provided with a budget around $5,000-$10,000, and even larger towns, 
such as Hastings or Kearney, were provided budgets of $10,000 - $20,000, the Prestons made $30,000 available for the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
Like the vast majority of Carnegie libraries being built across the state (and country), the Preston Library is a single-story, 
rectangular structure with a hipped roof and a raised basement with its own exterior entrance. The raised basement 
comprises the bottom one-third of the elevation and the main-level story comprises the top two-thirds. The main entrance 
is located on the west façade, which has an elevation divided into three symmetrical sections. The center section features a 
grand stairway, lit by the original globe streetlamps and flanked by wide, sloping stone stairwalls. The stairs ascend to a 
raised portico with a pediment supported by a double set ƻŦ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƻŀƪ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
square sections with lites divided by a star-burst muntin pattern. The doors are topped by an arched window with the same 
star-burst muntin pattern but reduced in scale. The stone frieze over tƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƛŎƻ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ 
framed by two medallions that are repeated on each side of the fan window underneath it. The heavy dentilation that runs 
along the cornice of the pediment continues around the entire building. The tympanum is set with bricks bonded in a 
diagonal basketweave pattern, the corners where the portico meets the rest of the façade are emphasized with decorative 
brick quoining, and a brick pilaster extends out slightly behind each column.   
 
The two faces of the west façade are symmetrical. The main-story level is composed of of three large, one over one double-
hung rectangular windows capped with transoms divided into eight lites flanking the main entrance. The majority of this 
story is covered in blonde bricks bonded in a running pattern. This is contrasted with rows of vertical stacked bonding 
above and below the stone cornice, above the windows, and along the border with the basement level. The brick pattern at 
the corners of the façade is set in repetitive bands that extend out slightly to mimic quoining. Medallions set in the vertical 
brickwork below the cornice at the corners repeat those in the portico section. The bonding mortar of all the brickwork is 
deeply recessed to emphasize the extensive patterning, effectively adding a sense of delicate, though structured, 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘŀƛŘ ǎƻƭƛŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ƛǎ 
constructed with four rows of smooth sandstone blocks bonded in a running pattern. The basement level is capped with a 
stone stringcourse that establishes a visual border with the main-story brickwork, and at the bottom along the ground with 
a stone basemolding. The level has a set of two small, six-over-one double hung windows that flank the central portico 
section.  
 
The brick and stonework patterns, entablature decoration, and corner treatments continue throughout the other three 
ŦŀŎŀŘŜǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŦŀœŀŘŜΣ ŀ рΩ Ȅ уΩ ǇƻǊǘƛŎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
basement. The portico has a single set of Tuscan columns that support a flat entablature decorated with a dentiled cornice 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜȊŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ άaŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ IŀƭƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŘƻƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ-proof security door. A 
door surround is created by a single stretcher course for brick capped with a solider course jack arch. Like the main-level 
windows on the west façade, the basement door has a transom divided into a four lites. Unlike the windows on the west, or 
front, façade, the windows on the north, east, and south facades are shorter and are raised in elevation in order to 
accommodate the height of the bookshelves that line the interior walls. The entrance on the north façade is flanked on 
either side by paired eight-over-one double hung windows. The basement level fenestration is asymmetrical, with a paired 
six-over-one windows on the west half. The lack of an identical paired windows to the east of the entrance is due to the 
mechanical systems being located in the northeast section of the basement. The cornerstone is located at the northeast 
corner of the building. Lǘ ǊŜŀŘǎ ά[ŀƛŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aΦ²Φ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻŘƎŜκ ! C ϧ ! aκ aŀȅ мсth A.L. 5917. A.D.1917/ M.W. Andrew H. 
±ƛŜƭŜΣ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊΦέ aǊΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ aŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘe second floor of his hardware store, just across Orleans Avenue 
from the library, housed the Masonic Lodge. 



United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library  Harlan County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

5 

 
The east facade of the library has a centrally located chimney flacked on either side by a string of four double-hung, eight-
over-one windows on the main-floor., The chimney is composed of corbelled blocks at the points where it reduces in width 
and a small, and a raised brick embellishment located just below a top border of bricks set in vertically stacked bonding. 
The basement level fenestration is composed of a string of four double hung, eight over one windows to the south of the 
chimney. Only one eight over one window exists immediately north of the chimney. The former coal chute is located in this 
space. The fenestration on the south façade is symmetrical. The elevation is composed of two paired six over one windows 
on the main level with two single six over one double hung windows at the basement level.  
 
Interior 
 
¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǿŜǎǘ ŦŀœŀŘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎŎǊŜŜn doors, open into a closed vestibule with 
stone tiled floors and marble facing on the walls. A bronze dedication plaque is located on the north wall. Its inscription 
ǊŜŀŘǎΣ άaŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅκ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфмт ōȅκ WŀƳŜǎ aŎ /Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴκ ƛƴ ƭoving memory of his wife/ 1841 Cordelia B. Preston  
мфмсκ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴǎκ мутн  CǊŜŘ !Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ  муулκ мутс  IŀǊǊȅ wΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ  муунΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 
through a second set of double doors that has an arched window and muntin patterns exactly replicating the outer door.  
The oak woodwork for the entrance and all the windows, bookshelves, periodical racks, original tables, crown molding, 
baseboards, five-ǇŀƴŜƭŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ ƛǎ ǳƴǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭƛƴƻƭŜǳƳ Ŧƭƻƻring 
has been replaced with carpet. A fireplace is located on the east wall, aligned with the entry doors. Though no longer 
operable, it still retains its original Mexican marble surround, Mexican tile hearth, oak mantle, and sconces. An original 
globe ceiling light is located between the doors and fireplace. Dropped florescent lighting is used in the rest of the main 
interior area. The library interior space is divided into four quadrant sections. The northwest and southwest sections are 
open with bookshelves lining the walls. Periodical shelves flank each side of the entrance. The northwest section has a wall 
on its east side. The east and west quadrants of the south side are divided by tall bookshelves that attach to the center of 
the south wall. Three original library reading tables are located in this section that now hold the computer center. The 
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǇŜƴŘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
south side. The northeast section houses ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ and the stairs to the basement. 

 
¢ƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŦŀœŀŘŜΩǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴd continue down to the basement landing at a short hallway 
with access to a bathroom, mechanical room, and two additional small rooms. The hallway opens on the south end to a 
large open main space for community use. Additional library tables and the original podium are located here. Though the 
basement spaces have been renovated, the five-panel doors and woodwork retain their original finish.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The building retains a remarkable degree of historic integrity. Nearly all of its exterior and interior elements are original and 
intact. Changes to the exterior include the addition of storm windows and white paint on the window trim; asphalt 
shingles; and exterior basement door. Changes to the interior include carpeting, the replacement of some original lights 
with dropped florescent lighting, and renovations to the basement space to accommodate ongoing use by the community. 
¢ƘŜ /ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎΥ άǘƘŜ 
library is a beautiful specimen of architecture, perhaps a little larger than the Carnegie library of Hastings, and built in line 
ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΧΦLǘ ƛǎ aǊΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 
artist to lay out the walks, and direct the preparation of the grounds and the trees so that the building is to have a proper 
setting. Orleans is proud of the new building and grateful to Mr. Preston for providing an institution which will contribute in 
great measure tƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ2 
 
 
 

                                                                    
2 (Untitled), Hastings Tribune, (Hastings, NE), September 14, 1917. 
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8.  Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
property for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.   

 B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.   

 C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

 

 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or 
history.   

 

Criteria Considerations 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦύ 
 

Property is: 

 A Owned by a religious institution or used 
for religious purposes.   

 B Removed from its original location. 

 C A birthplace or a grave. 

 D A cemetery. 

 E 
A reconstructed building, object, or 
structure. 

 F A commemorative property. 

 G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.   

 
 

 
Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

EDUCATION 

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance 

1917-1971 

 

 
 

Significant Dates 

1961 ς Received Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award 

 

 

Significant Person  
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 
 

Architect/Builder 

Fiske & Meginnis (architects) 

William N. Gedney (builder) 

 
 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, 

applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library is significant under Criterion A: Education at the Local level of significance.  
This library has served the educational needs of the citizens of Orleans and the surrounding area since it was constructed 
and opened in 1917. The property is also significant under Criterion A: Entertainment/Recreation as the library and 
surrounding park have continually hosted community events and gatherings. Several generations have had the advantage 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
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community library. The Period of Significance begins with the year of construction, 1917, and ends in 1971, fifty years from 
present. 
 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 
Library Development Prior to 1917 
Around 1908 Orleans residents Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Richards believed their community should have a library. The couple 
and their friends donated many books which formed the nucleus of the Richards Library. The Richards Library was housed 
in the center of the city park in the same building as the city offices. In September 1917, 1002 books were donated from the 
Richards Library to the new Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial LibraryΣ άWith the hope that they may be a source of as 
ƳǳŎƘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀōƻŘŜΦέ3   

 
The Creation of the Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library 
Civil War veteran Captain James McClean Preston married Miss Cordelia Bennett in 1866 in LeGrange, Indiana, relocating to 
a homestead near Orleans in 1872 after short residences in Missouri and Iowa.4 A few years after moving to Orleans, he 
formed a partnership with T. H. Manning under the name Manning and Preston. They built a successful cattle feeding, 
hardware, and lumber business that continued for many years, allowing Preston to retire by 1900.5 In retirement the 
Prestons traveled extensively and, with no heirs, looked for a way to give back to the Orleans community which they were a 
part of for nearly forty-five years.6 
 
Cornelia passed on July 16, 1916. In December, the widower Preston announced his donation of $15,000 to $20,000 to 
Orleans to build a library as a memorial to his wife.7 The only condition Preston made on his gift was the donation from the 
city for a building site.8 To make room for the Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library, the City moved the City Office & 
Richards Library building to 424 South Harlan Avenue, just northeast of the park, a building that today houses the Harlan 
County Museum.9 

 
Preston spared little expense for the new library. His $20,000 donation was twice what the nearby City of Alma received 
from Andrew Carnegie for the erection of their public library nearly a decade earlier.10 The library was designed by the 
notable Omaha architectural firm Fiske & Meginnis and the construction contract went to Kansas City-based contractor 
William Gedney.11 In addition to the building itself, Preston also provided a $20,000 endowment to fund and maintain the 
library.12 
 

                                                                    
3 ά.ƛŘŘƛƴƎ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ,έ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), September 1917.  
4 άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ 5ŜŀǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘΥ /ŀǇǘΦ WΦaΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), July 12, 1922. ά¢ƘŜ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tǳōƭƛŎ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 3, 1917. 

5 άaǊǎΦ [ŀǿǘƻƴΩǎ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣέ Omaha Bee (OƳŀƘŀΣ b9ύΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моΣ мфллΦ ά¢ƘŜ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans 
Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 3, 1917. 

6 ά¢ƘŜ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 3, 1917. WŀƳŜǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΣ ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 
Keys to Memorial LibrŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), September 20, 1917. 

7 άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ IŀǾŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 8, 1917. 
8 άtƛƻƴŜŜǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Omaha Bee, (Omaha, NE), December 6, 1916. 
9 ά.ƛŘŘƛƴƎ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), September 1917. Building also served as 
ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ άtƛƻƴŜŜǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Omaha Bee, (Omaha, NE), December 6, 
1916. 

10 ά!ƭƭ {ǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ¢ƻǳŎƘŜŘ ¦ǇƻƴΣέ Hooper Sentinel, (Hooper, NE), May 13, 1909. Later account lists the amount Preston 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϷолΣлллΦ άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀǎ CƛƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣέ The Columbus Telegram, (Columbus, NE), July 9, 1930. 

11 ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), September 20, 1917. ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ [ŜǘΣέ The Red Cloud Chief, (Red Cloud, NE), July 12, 1917. 

12 5Ŝŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛƭƭΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 5ŀȅΥ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 9ȄǘǊŀ .ǳǎȅΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), April 16, 1961. 
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The cornerstone of the new building was laid on May 16, 1917 άǿƛǘƘ ŘǳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
hǊŘŜǊΣέ13 by the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Masons of Nebraska. A number of documents were deposited in the 
corner-stone. The address by the Honorable William E. Andrews, άPointed out something of the importance of the library to 
the community now, and what it will mean to future generations who shall ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊŜΦέ14 The Cordelia Bennett Preston 
Memorial [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ммΣ мфмтΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мΣллл ŀƴ 
impressive crowd estimated at 2000 people assembled in the park in front of the new building.15 The ceremony began with 
music by the Orleans Band. Dr. B. S. Haywood, former pastor of the Methodist Church at Orleans, came from Riverside, 
California, to give an address and share personal recollections of Mrs. Preston. The Orleans Chorus also furnished music. 
Mr. Preston gave a speech that included:                                                                                                                                               

ά!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎǳƴǎŜǘΧǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ that would be helpful to them and in a way 
show our appreciation of the many kindnesses and encouragements that we received from them, and as years 
passed, these talks began to assume shape, and we finally determined that the survivor should build this building 
ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧLǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǳŎƘ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
this community shall feel that we have not lived in vain. My wife was fond to say that she hoped that she might 
leave the world better than she found it, and we knew of no surer -way to make the world better than through the 
dissemination of universal knowledge, for with knowledge there is stored up in the human mind the power to 
grasp truth with all its fundamentals and with all the obligations that we owe to that supreme power that shapes 
our destinies and determines the paths our feet shall trod. I want to say to my neighbors and friends that it is a 
pleasure to me to bestow this testimonial of our love upon you and I trust that it will ever be a source of joy and 
benefit to you.έ16   
 

James Preston passed away on July 6, 1922 in Los Angeles, California. He was buried in the Orleans Cemetery next to 
Cordelia and their two sons.17 

 
Out of the gates, the new library was active in supporting education movements in the community and beyond. The library 
actively recruited donations of books and magazines as a means of, άBuilding up a reference department [that] has been 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǿas established for the children of the 
community.18 The Preston Library both gave and received during the First World War. The local Red Cross division used the 
library as a centralized location for knitting supplies and meetings to produce articles of clothing for the Allies. In March 
мфмуΣ ƛǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ млм ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘ άǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿŜŜƪ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜέ ƳŀǇǎΦ19 The library continued to 
grow; after roughly a decade-and-a-half it boasted a collection of 5,500 volumes.20  
 
Aǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜǿΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
library and welcomed school groups to it.21 To further encourage reading amongst its residents, the Preston Library joined 
the libraries in Holdrege and Alma in forming the South Central Regional Library Demonstration. Supported by federal 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ, άExtend library service to areas not now served and to encourage more people to 

                                                                    
13 ά/ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 17, 1917. 
14 Ibid. 
15 ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΥ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ άCƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΥ {ǘŀǘŜ 

Compendium ς bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ ό²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/Υ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Printing Office, 1925), 17, 25. In 1920 the population of 
Orleans (city) was 954; Orleans (township) was 1,414. 

16 ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), September 20, 1917. 
17 άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ 5ŜŀǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘΥ /ŀǇǘΦ WΦaΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), July 12, 1922. Mrs. Preston also passed 

away in California (Pasadena). It is unclear if they were full-time residents there or visited often. 
18 ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), March 21, 1918. 
19 άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ aŀƪŜǎ DƻƻŘ wŜŎƻǊŘΣέ Lincoln Journal StarΣ ό[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ b9ύΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пΣ мфмтΦ ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), March 21, 1918. ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎΣέ 
The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 11, 1918. 

20 άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀǎ CƛƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣέ The Columbus Telegram, (Columbus, NE), July 9, 1930. 
21 9Řƴŀ ²ƛƭŎƻȄΣ ά²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ bŜǿǎΦΦΥ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bƻǘŜǎέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE) November 10, 1фррΦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ 
IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΧΥ ²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bƻǘŜǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), November 24, 1955. 
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ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎΦέ22 Later meetings instructed the librarians on weeding their collections and mending damaged 
volumes to keep their libraries current and well maintained in service to the community.23 
 
The Wickens Museum 
The library also served as the exhibit space for an impressive museum collection of local artifacts. Keeping in the tradition 
the Prestons started with dedicating the library as a memorial, in July 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wickens generously 
donated the items as a memorial to their son, Ivan.  
 
LǾŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ƭōŜǊǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΤ ōǳǘ LǾŀƴ assembled most of it. The nineteen year old had, 
άSearched along the Republican River and in the hills south about Orleans, finding hidden treasures that others passed 
ōȅΦέ24 He was a talented taxidermist who died of arsenic poisoning from his taxidermy work. His collection included many 
birds, various bones ς including the very large vertebrae of an extinct reptile ς and many Native American relics.25 Mr. 
Wickens personally supervised the moving of thousands of pieces to the library basement where the pieces were arranged 
much as Ivan had them ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ people of Orleans appreciate the gift, now ƻǇŜƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ26   
 
From 1930 through the sixties, these treasures were available in the library basement for patrons to examine. Thus, the 
library had the privilege of offering not only books, but an extensive collection of artifacts to be viewed and studied. The 
collection is now housed at the Harlan County Museum.  
 
Events in and Around the Library 
9ǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇŀǊƪ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΩ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
hƭŘ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ tƛŎƴƛŎ was held in the city park as early as the 1930s. This specific event included ball games, addresses, 
dances, and concerts for individuals from the surrounding area.27 Years later an open house and watermelon feed were 
held at the library. One thousand visitors consumed ten thousand pounds of watermelon with a large contingent of visitors 
ς fourteen carloads ς coming from McCook, two-counties away.28 
 
Events and music in the city park is a tradition that has continued for decades. Before and during the librarȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ have taken place there. The 
ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ōŀƴŘǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ōƭƻŎƪΦ hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
the Orleans High School Band would congregate there and play for the crowd, seated in lawn chairs. One former student 
remembers practicing on Thursday night to prepare for the next performance, which could feature small groups singing in 
addition to the band. Some cultural education was reinforced with these concerts. On Saturday nights in the fifties the 
town was full of people and the stores were open for business. In addition to music, the library and city park continued to 
be a site of community activity for Orleans. Just as they did during the First World War, the Red Cross utilized the Preston 
Library during World War II to support the war effort, as did other groups such as the Harlan County Salvage Committee.29 
In a nod to both post-war patriotism and the tǊŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ όŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ ǇŀǊŀƴƻƛŀύΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ DΦ!ΦwΦ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
loaned a flag that was presented to Captain Preston by his unit at the close of the Civil War to display at the Preston 
Library.30 Over the years the library hosted art exhibits, guest speakers, and various community groups in the basement 
auditorium, including the Orleans City Council. The park was used as well, for larger gatherings like the area 4-I ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

                                                                    
22 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ wƻŎƪΣ YŜȅŀ tŀƘŀΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳǇ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
Iv ƛƴ IƻƭŘǊŜƎŜΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), March 8, 1958. 

23 ά[ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ aŜŜǘ ƛƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), October 29, 1959. 
24 ά¸ƻǳǘƘ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ Hastings Daily Tribune, (Hastings, NE), July 5, 1930. 
25 άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀǎ CƛƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣέ The Columbus Telegram, (Columbus, NE), July 9, 1930. 
26 ά¸ƻǳǘƘ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ Hastings Daily Tribune, (Hastings, NE), July 5 1930. 
27 ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ tƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tƭŀƴƴŜŘΣέ Fremont Tribune, (Fremont, NE), October 7, 1931. 
28 ά{ǘŀǘŜ bŜǿǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛŜŦΣέ Omaha World Herald, (Omaha, NE), September 15, 1939. 
29 ά/Φ[Φ DƛƭƭŜǘǘŜ ǘƻ IŜŀŘ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣέ Harlan County JournalΣ ό!ƭƳŀΣ b9ύ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ тΣ мфпсΦ άIŀǊƭŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŀƭǾŀƎŜ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), February 19, 1942. 

30 ά[ƻŎŀƭ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), May 6, 1948. 
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annual picnic.31 aǊǎΦ !ƳŀƴŘŀ tŜŀƪΣ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ƛƴ мфсмΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦέ32 While the primary purpose of the library was 
clearly to further community education, the Entertainment/Recreation events in the building and surrounding park were, 
and continue to be, an integral part of Orleans culture. 
 
The Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award 
If there was any question as to how important the Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library was to Orleans and the 
surrounding area, it was answered in 1961 when the library received the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award. The $1000 award 
to purchase new books was one of nine such awards the Book-of-the-Month Club made to libraries across the country.33 
Orleans was the first recipient in Nebraska and the smallest community at that point to receive the award.34 The award 
ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ άƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻŦ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ά9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǘ 
ƛǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊǎΦ bŜǘŀ [ŜƴƴŜƳŀƴƴΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ŀƴd later consultant to the Nebraska Public Library Commission. 
 
Examples of the spirit of cooperation abounded. Every program received wholehearted support, especially Saturday 
afternoon story time which continued to be popular with the young children. During the year, winners of the extension 
summer reading program received ribbons at the Harlan County Fair. Serving the entire Orleans Township ς not just the 
town ς the library established an extended loan program to extension clubs and similar organizationsΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
chairman checked out a suitcase full of books and returned the books after they were read.35    
 
A crowd of nearly four hundred attended the presentation ceremony on April 15, 1961, at the Harlan County Junior Fair 
Auditorium and the open house at the library following the ceremony. At the ceremony, the DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ aǊǎΦ aŀȄƛƴŜ 
Morrison, Chairman of National Library Week in Nebraska, presented the award to Librarian Mrs. Amanda Peak. In addition 
to music by the Orleans High School Band, the event included an address by Nebraska author Bess Furman, of the United 
States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.36 Furman detailed that there were four areas that made the Cordelia 
Bennet Preston Memorial Library stand out from other applicants:  

άIŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƛȊŜ όǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ мΣллл ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŦŜǿŜǊύΤ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
developed the best Extension club reading program in the state; having setup a good promotional program for 
expansion of reading and facilities; and being aware of the need for a larger collection of books, especially 
ƴƻƴŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΦέ37 

 
Tom Allen wrote about the library in the Omaha World Herald Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ IŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ōǊƛŎƪ 
building, in the middle of the town square, has been a focal point in community affairs since its beginning in 1917. The 
downstairs, auditorium is used for public meetings and contains the Ivan Wickens Museum. The book-lined main floor has 
been an auxiliary classroom for generations of stǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ38    
 
 

                                                                    
31 9Řƴŀ ²ƛƭŎƻȄΣ ά²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ bŜǿǎΧέ Harlan County Journal, ό!ƭƳŀΣ b9ύΣ aŀǊŎƘ омΣ мфррΦ άDƻƻŘ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ п-H Club Day 
ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Harlan County JournalΣ ό!ƭƳŀΣ b9ύΣ WǳƴŜ нрΣ мфпнΦ άtƻǊƪ /ƘƻǇ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, 
b9ύΣ aŀǊŎƘ рΣ мфроΦ ά{ƻǳǘƘ tƭŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ aŀȅ у ƛƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Maywood Eagle-Reporter, (Curtis, NE), May 1, 1958. 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊƻŎŜŜŘƴƎǎ όǎƛŎύΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 11, 1961. 

32 5Ŝŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛƭƭΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 5ŀȅΥ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 9ȄǘǊŀ .ǳǎȅΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), April 16, 1961. 
33 άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 6, 1961. 
34 Dean TŜǊǊƛƭƭΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 5ŀȅΥ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 9ȄǘǊŀ .ǳǎȅΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), April 16, 1961. Other Nebraska 

libraries to be win the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award: Hastings, 1963; Sidney, 1964; Thedford, 1965; Holdrege, 1966. 
Nebraska Library CommiǎǎƛƻƴΣ άDorothy Canfield Fisher AwardΣέ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ 
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/history/centennial/1900s/19401949/dcfaward.aspx, accessed November 24, 2020. 

35 ¢ƻƳ !ƭƭŜƴΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜŀŘǎ Lǘǎ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ !ǿŀǊŘέ Omaha World Herald, (Omaha, NE), March 23, 1961. 
36 άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, όhǊƭŜŀƴǎΣ b9ύΣ !ǇǊƛƭ сΣ мфсмΦ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ CƛǎƘŜǊ 
!ǿŀǊŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣέ The Orleans ChronicleΣ όhǊƭŜŀƴǎΣ b9ύΣ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ мфсмΦ ά[ŀǊƎŜ /ǊƻǿŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
!ǿŀǊŘΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 20, 1961. 

37 ά[ŀǊƎŜ /ǊƻǿŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), April 20, 1961. 
38 ¢ƻƳ !ƭƭŜƴΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜŀŘǎ Lǘǎ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ !ǿŀǊŘέ Omaha World Herald, (Omaha, NE), March 23, 1961. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/history/centennial/1900s/19401949/dcfaward.aspx
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Celebrating 100 years 
The Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library celebrated its 100th birthday on Sunday, September 10, 2017. The program 
included an appraisal of antiques brought by guests. Visitors received a postcard with a picture of the library, and a special 
postal cancellation was available. The Orleans postmaster offered postcard stamps for purchase and cancelled them with a 
rubber stamp cancellation unique to the library. 
 
Although the century-old library looks very much as it did originally, it features additional equipment for modern learners.  
There are eight public use computers and free Wi-Fi, a great educational value for a small rural community.  There are also 
movies for checkout, interlibrary loan, and, of course, lots of books.39    
 
¢ƘŜ άŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфмт Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Orleans for over a century. It began with books, and new books have been added continually to the shelves. Through the 
years other avenues to knowledge have been available, from ancient artifacts to modern computers. Many people have 
made it possibleτgenerous donors, dedicated librarians, and many citizens willing to share their time and talents. 
 
The citizens of Orleans and the surrounding area were very fortunate to have this beautiful building available for their use. 
It has served the community well for over one hundred years, and can continue to do so into the future. It was an 
extremely generous gift, and people have continued to support the library with donations of time and money. 

 
United States Department of Commerce: BurŜŀǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ άCƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΥ {ǘŀǘŜ 

Compendium ς bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1925. 
 
The Orleans Chronicle ς Orleans, NE 
ά¢ƘŜ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ aŀȅ оΣ мфмтΦ 
ά/ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ aemorial Library,έ aŀȅ мтΣ мфмтΦ 
ά.ƛŘŘƛƴƎ CŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфмтΦ 
ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ YŜȅǎ ǘƻ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлΣ мфмтΦ 
ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎΣέ aŀǊŎƘ нмΣ мфмуΦ  
ά/ƻǊŘŜƭƛŀ .Φ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ LǘŜƳǎΣέ April 11, 1918. 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ сΣ мфсмΦ  
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ CƛǎƘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ мфсмΦ  
ά[ŀǊƎŜ /ǊƻǿŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ нлΣ мфсмΦ 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊƻŎŜŜŘƴƎǎ όǎƛŎύΣέ May 11, 1961. 
 
Harlan County Journal ς Alma, NE 
άIŀǊƭŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŀƭǾŀƎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), February 19, 1942. 
άDƻƻŘ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ п-I /ƭǳō 5ŀȅ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), June 25, 1942.  
ά/Φ[Φ DƛƭƭŜǘǘŜ ǘƻ IŜŀŘ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE) February 7, 1946.  
ά[ƻŎŀƭ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), May 6, 1948. 
άtƻǊƪ /ƘƻǇ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), March 5, 1953.  
Wilcox, 9ŘƴŀΣ ά²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ bŜǿǎΧέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), March 31, 1955. 
Wilcox, 9ŘƴŀΣ ά²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ bŜǿǎΦΦΥ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bƻǘŜǎέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE) November 10, 1955.  
Wilcox, Edna, ά[ƻŎŀƭ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΧΥ ²ƻƻŘǊǳŦŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bƻǘŜǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), November 24, 1955. 
ά[ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ aŜŜǘ ƛƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE), October 29, 1959. 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ¢ǳǊƴǎ млл ¸ŜŀǊǎέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE) September 7, 2017. 
 

                                                                    
39 άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ¢ǳǊƴǎ млл ¸ŜŀǊǎέ Harlan County Journal, (Alma, NE) September 7, 2017. 
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Other Newspapers 
άaǊǎΦ [ŀǿǘƻƴΩǎ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣέ Omaha Bee (Omaha, NE), February 13, 1900.  
ά!ƭƭ {ǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ¢ƻǳŎƘŜŘ ¦ǇƻƴΣέ Hooper Sentinel, (Hooper, NE), May 13, 1909.  
ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ [ŜǘΣέ The Red Cloud Chief, (Red Cloud, NE), July 12, 1917. 
(Untitled), Hastings Tribune, (Hastings, NE), September 14, 1917. 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ aŀƪŜǎ DƻƻŘ wŜŎƻǊŘΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), December 4, 1917.  
άtƛƻƴŜŜǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Omaha Bee, (Omaha, NE), December 6, 1916. 
άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ IŀǾŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ The Clarks Enterprise, (Clarks, NE), December 8, 1917. 
άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ 5ŜŀǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘΥ /ŀǇǘΦ WΦaΦ tǊŜǎǘƻƴΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), July 12, 1922.  
ά¸ƻǳǘƘ DƛǾŜǎ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΣέ Hastings Daily Tribune, (Hastings, NE), July 5, 1930. 
άbŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀǎ CƛƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣέ The Columbus Telegram, (Columbus, NE), July 9, 1930. 
ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ tƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǘ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ tƭŀƴƴŜŘΣέ Fremont Tribune, (Fremont, NE), October 7, 1931. 
ά{ǘŀǘŜ bŜǿǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛŜŦΣέ Omaha World Herald, (Omaha, NE), September 15, 1939. 
 ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ Iv ƛƴ IƻƭŘǊŜƎŜΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), March 8, 1958. 
ά{ƻǳǘƘ tƭŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ aŀȅ у ƛƴ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣέ Maywood Eagle-Reporter, (Curtis, NE), May 1, 1958.  
Allen, ¢ƻƳΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ wŜŀŘǎ Lǘǎ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ !ǿŀǊŘέ Omaha World Herald, (Omaha, NE), March 23, 1961. 
¢ŜǊǊƛƭƭΣ 5ŜŀƴΣ άhǊƭŜŀƴǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 5ŀȅΥ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 9ȄǘǊŀ .ǳǎȅΣέ Lincoln Journal Star, (Lincoln, NE), April 16, 1961. 
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR  67 has been requested) X  State Historic Preservation Office 

  previously listed in the National Register   Other State agency 

  previously determined eligible by the National Register   Federal agency 

  designated a National Historic Landmark   Local government 

  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #   University 

  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #   Other (Name of repository) 

  recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): HN04-052 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
The Harlan County Assessor lists the legal parcel as Lot 398 Original Orleans, located in Section 22, Township 2, Range 19W. 
The nominated property is bounded to the north by East Maple Street, to the west by South Orleans Avenue, and to the 
south by East Oak Street. The eastern boundary is the road alignment of South Harlan Avenue which does not run between 
Maple and Oak streets. The adjacent property is the city-owned park and swimming pool. 
 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
The nominated boundary includes all land historically associated with the Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library.  

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 2 acres USGS Quadrangle Orleans, Nebr. (1973) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:   

1. Latitude 40.128454 Longitude -99.45447  

2. Latitude  Longitude   

3. Latitude  Longitude   

4. Latitude  Longitude   
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11.  Form Prepared By 

name/title Carol Bose 

organization Cordelia Bennett Preston Memorial Library Board date November 20, 2020 

street & number 201 North Republican Avenue telephone 308-473-8411   

city or town Orleans state NE zip code 68966 

email caroljbose@gmail.com 

 

 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
Figure 1: Page from The Orleans Chronicle, (Orleans, NE), May 3, 1917. 
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